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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Wildlife Response Plan has been developed for use by <Responsible Party Name> to address any impacts to wildlife that may occur as a result of <Incident Description> that occurred on <Date and Time> near <Incident Location Description>.

The objectives of the Wildlife Response Plan are:

A.
To minimize impact to sensitive wildlife species that may become oiled or otherwise be harmed by the oil, e.g., by ingestion.

B.
To arrange for the capture and transport of oiled wildlife to wildlife rehabilitation centers.

NOTE:  No One other than <Wildlife Response Provider Name>,, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FL-FFWCC), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), or U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) should handle wildlife.  All sightings should be called into the command center. Wildlife Branch (Operations Section) <Wildlife Branch Phone #>.
C.
To treat oiled wildlife to reduce the toxic effects of the oil and assist in the animals' recovery.
D.
To return recovered wildlife to their natural environment.
2.0 ORGANIZATION

Wildlife recovery and rehabilitation activities fall under the Agency Liaison and Environmental Unit in the Planning Section of the Incident Command Structure (ICS). The Wildlife Rescue Coordinator is responsible for all recovery and rehabilitation activities associated with the emergency response. This position reports to the Environmental Unit Leader.

<Wildlife Response Provider Name> will be utilized for wildlife rehabilitation associated with this incident. Sharon Schmalz will assume the role of Wildlife Rescue Coordinator.
3.0
ACTIVATION/NOTIFICATION
For this event, <Wildlife Response Provider Name> was notified on <Date of Notification> at <Notification Time> and are currently mobilized and ready to accept any wildlife needing rehabilitation. <Estimated Time of Arrival>
4.0
ESTABLISHMENT OF REHABILITATION CENTERS
A Wildlife Rehabilitation Center has been established at the <Wildlife Rehabilitation Center Location> (Figure 1).  This facility will be equipped to:

· Receive and stabilize animals;
· Wash, rinse and dry oiled wildlife;

· Rehabilitate cleaned animals; and

· Hold animals until they can be released to the wild or some other long-term captive environment.
Documentation of rehabilitation operations will be conducted at the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, including but not limited to, the following:

· Medical records for each specimen with


1.
The date and time of arrival,


2.
Condition upon arrival,


3.
Date and time of cleaning,


4.
Assessment of degree of oiling,

· Day-to-day observations, and

· Type and quantity of food consumed.
5.0
THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
Coordination with FL-FFWCC and USFWS has resulted in a determination that no threatened and/or endangered species are likely to be present in the affected area or threatened by this incident. <Otherwise Note T&E Species>
6.0
PROTECTION TECHNIQUES

To protect wildlife resources from exposure to crude oil, wildlife protection operations may be utilized. The Wildlife Rescue Coordinator, FL-FFWCC and USFWS will coordinate to implement tactical strategies for wildlife protection as needed.
7.0
RECOVERY OF WILDLIFE
Affected wildlife (living and deceased) will be collected and documented to provide complete, direct records of impacted wildlife. No One other than <Wildlife Response Provider Name>, FL-FFWCC, NOAA or USFWS representatives should handle wildlife.  All sightings should be called into the command center. Wildlife Branch (Operations Section) <Wildlife Branch Phone #>. Collected wildlife should be delivered to the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center immediately.
8.0
REHABILITATION OF WILDLIFE

The rehabilitation of oiled wildlife will be conducted by <Wildlife Response Provider Name> rehabilitators and veterinarians with experience in the treatment of wildlife exposed to oil. Affected birds and animals recovered throughout spill response operations shall be transported to one of the rehabilitation centers for treatment. The ultimate goal of the rehabilitation effort is to return as many oil-impacted and rehabilitated animals as possible back into the wild with the expectation that everything has been done to maximize their survival and eventual reproductive success.  USFWS and FL-FFWCC will make recommendations for release locations.
9.0
STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF DECEASED WILDLIFE
There are three possible fates for the disposal of deceased wildlife collected during the wildlife response to a spill:

1) Deceased animals are disposed of in a manner consistent with biological and toxic substance health concerns (FL-FFWCC and USFWS prior approval required);

2) Animals are put into indefinite storage for future use by researchers and also as part of the evidence of spill impacts; and,

3) Specimens are delivered to appropriate research and educational institutions for research and study.
4) All specimens will be accompanied by a Chain of Custody (COC) form.
In coordination with, and as directed by, the state and federal wildlife agencies, arrangements for necropsies will be made, and appropriate post-mortem examinations will be conducted and documented.  The method of disposition will be determined by the state and federal wildlife agencies.

10.0
VOLUNTEER COORDINATION
Volunteers will likely be present to assist with wildlife impacts.  <RP Name> will defer volunteer coordination to the regulatory agencies: federal, state or local. 

