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Water Quality Impacts in Florida Bay, Everglades National Park 



Photo: Caloosahatchee River,
Captains for Clean Water 



Restoring America’s 
Everglades

• Remove barriers to flow into Everglades 
National Park. 

• Redirect flow away from 
Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries 
and into water treatment areas. 

• Clean water to acceptable levels.

• Send clean water south.



Wastewater Outfall off Delray Beach



A freshwater-dependent pine tree stump 
rooted in a salt marsh on Big Pine Key

Downtown Key West with a high tide and a 
heavy rainfall





Sea Level Rise Projections vs. Reality
analysis by Monroe County 



Projected Increase in Nuisance Flooding

1980-1982

.67 per 
year

2010-2012

2.3 per 
year

2030 at 3”

20 per 
year

2030 at 7”

78 per 
year

2060 at 9”

139 per 
year

2060 at 24”
672 per 

year



External Water Quality Influences

Local Water Quality Issues

• South Florida Regional Influences 
• Tidal Flooding and Climate

• Stormwater 
• Wastewater 

• Canal Restoration 
• Sargassum and Organic Debris

• Marinas and Liveaboards
• Emerging Pollutants of Concern




