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What are we going to go over? 

I will talk about: 

1. A brief historical overview of oyster habitats in 
the Manatee River 

2. Some recent Oyster projects by Manatee County 

3. Conceptual plans for large scale restoration of 
oyster habitat in the Manatee River 

4. My wish list as a practitioner to the scientific 
community  



Quick Bio Lesson 
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Historical Overview 
Bradenton 10th Street 
1951 



Historical Overview 
Bradenton 10th Street 
Now 



Robinson Preserve Project 
2004 – Before any 
ecological enhancements  



Robinson Preserve Project 
2013 – After ecological 
enhancements, but 
before oyster habitat 
creation 



Robinson Preserve Project 
2019 – After ecological 
enhancements, and after 
oyster habitat creation 
establishment 
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Robinson Preserve Project 
Healthy Live Oysters  
January 2018 @ 11.89 live 
oysters/square foot. 
 

THANKS 
TBERF!! 
 



Robinson Preserve Project 



Robinson Preserve Project 

• Robinson Project = about 1 Acre of oyster 
beds 

• 1 Acre = 43,560 Square Feet 
• Assume 10 live oysters per square feet 
• An acre of oyster bed gives us 435,600 

Oysters! 
• Those oysters can filter 21,780,000 gallons 

PER DAY! 
• That’s 33 Olympic Swimming Pools of 

water PER DAY!! 
 



Conceptual Future Plans 

       GO BIG!!!!! 
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Conceptual Future Plans 

475 Acres identified as POTENTIAL oyster restoration areas 



Conceptual Future Plans 

• Manatee River Potential = about 475 
Acres of oyster beds 

• 475 Acres = 21,691,000 Square Feet 
• Assume 10 oysters per square feet 
• 475 acres of oyster bed gives us about 207 

million Oysters! 
• Those oysters can filter 10.345 BILLION 

gallons PER DAY! 
• That’s 15,669 Olympic Swimming Pools of 

water PER DAY!! 
 



• It is approximately 51,000 feet from I-75 
to Tampa Bay Down the Manatee River 

• The River has an average width of 
approximately 4,500 from I-75 to the Bay   

• Assume 10’ average depth 
• That’s 17.17 Billion Gallons of Water 
• 475 Acres of Oyster bed could filter all of 

that less than 2 days. 

Conceptual Future Plans 



Other Oyster Benefits 
• Habitat for fish, shrimp, clams, 

crabs, snails, and so on. 
• Expands seagrass growth 
• Nitrogen removal 
• Shoreline Protection 
• Carbon Sequestration? 
• Jobs 
• Tourism 
• Commercial & Recreational Fishing 
• Cultural Heritage  



Practitioner’s Wish List. 

• A locally applicable value for volume of water filtered/day and a 
real definition of what “filtered” accomplishes in the water. 

• Any quantifiable water quality improvement parameter; Especially 
connections to reduction in red tide$$. 

• Any quantifiable benefits related to wave attenuation and 
shoreline protection, especially intertidal, and subtidal bars.  Do 
Oysters really protect infra$tructure? 

• Locally applicable ROI metrics. 

To guide restoration design, and make it easier to 
get that money: 



Remember, I said conceptual.  

THANKS FOR LISTENING 


