
SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
 

ONE SOUTHPARK CIRCLE, SUITE 306  
 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA  29407-4699 
 

                            TEL  843/571-4366 or                         FAX  843/769-4520 
                         Toll Free 1-866/SAFMC-10                  E-mail: safmc@safmc.net 

 

Web site: www.safmc.net 
 

Louis Daniel, Chairman                                                      Robert K. Mahood, Executive Director 
George Geiger, Vice-Chairman                                          Gregg T. Waugh, Deputy Executive Director 

  
SAFMC Policy Statement Concerning Dredging and Dredged Material 

Disposal Activities 
 

Ocean Dredged Material Disposal Sites (ODMDS) and SAFMC Policies. 
 
The shortage of adequate upland disposal sites for dredged materials has forced dredging 
operations to look offshore for sites where dredged materials may be disposed.  These 
Ocean Dredged Material Disposal Sites (ODMDSs) have been designated by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) 
as suitable sites for disposal of dredged materials associated with berthing and navigation 
channel maintenance activities.  The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
(SAFMC; the Council) is moving to establish its presence in regulating disposal activities 
at these ODMDSs.  Pursuant to the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act of 1976 (the Magnuson Act), the regional fishery management Councils are charged 
with management of living marine resources and their habitat within the 200 mile 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the United States.  Insofar as dredging and disposal 
activities at the various ODMDSs can impact fishery resources or essential habitat under 
Council jurisdiction, the following policies address the Council’s role in the designation, 
operation, maintenance, and enforcement of activities in the ODMDSs: 

The Council acknowledges that living marine resources under its jurisdiction and 
their essential habitat may be impacted by the designation, operation, and maintenance of 
ODMDSs in the South Atlantic.  The Council may review the activities of EPA, COE, the 
state Ports Authorities, private dredging contractors, and any other entity engaged in 
activities which impact, directly or indirectly, living marine resources within the EEZ. 

The Council may review plans and offer comments on the designation, 
maintenance, and enforcement of disposal activities at the ODMDSs. 

ODMDSs should be designated or re-designated so as to avoid the loss of live or 
hard bottom habitat and minimize impacts to all living marine resources. 

Notwithstanding the fluid nature of the marine environment, all impacts from the 
disposal activities should be contained within the designated perimeter of the ODMDSs. 

The final designation of ODMDSs should be contingent upon the development of 
suitable management plans and a demonstrated ability to implement and enforce that 
plan.  The Council encourages EPA to press for the implementation of such management 
plans for all designated ODMDSs. 
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All activities within the ODMDSs are required to be consistent with the approved 
management plan for the site. 

The Council’s Habitat and Environmental Protection Advisory Panel when 
requested by the Council will review such management plans and forward comment to 
the Council.  The Council may review the plans and recommendations received from the 
advisory sub-panel and comment to the appropriate agency.  All federal agencies and 
entities receiving a comment or recommendation from the Council will provide a detailed 
written response to the Council regarding the matter pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1852 (i).  All 
other agencies and entities receiving a comment or recommendation from the Council 
should provide a detailed written response to the Council regarding the matter, such as is 
required for federal agencies pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1852 (i). 

ODMDSs management plans should indicate appropriate users of the site.  These 
plans should specify those entities/ agencies which may use the ODMDSs, such as port 
authorities, the U.S. Navy, the Corps of Engineers, etc.  Other potential users of the 
ODMDSs should be acknowledged and the feasibility of their using the ODMDSs site 
should be assessed in the management plan. 

Feasibility studies of dredge disposal options should acknowledge and incorporate 
ODMDSs in the larger analysis of dredge disposal sites within an entire basin or project.  
For example, Corps of Engineers analyses of existing and potential dredge disposal sites 
for harbor maintenance projects should incorporate the ODMDSs as part of the overall 
analysis of dredge disposal sites. 

The Council recognizes that EPA and other relevant agencies are involved in 
managing and/or regulating the disposal of all dredged material.  The Council recognizes 
that disposal activities regulated under the Ocean Dumping Act and dredging/filling 
carried out under the Clean Water Act have similar impacts to living marine resources 
and their habitats.  Therefore, the Council urges these agencies apply the same strict 
policies to disposal activities at the ODMDSs.  These policies apply to activities 
including, but not limited to, the disposal of contaminated sediments and the disposal of 
large volumes of fine-grained sediments.  The Council will encourage strict enforcement 
of these policies for disposal activities in the EEZ.  Insofar as these activities are relevant 
to disposal activities in the EEZ, the Council will offer comments on the further 
development of policies regarding the disposal/ deposition of dredged materials. 

The Ocean Dumping Act requires that contaminated materials not be placed in an 
approved ODMDS.  Therefore, the Council encourages relevant agencies to address the 
problem of disposal of contaminated materials.  Although the Ocean Dumping Act does 
not specifically address inshore disposal activities, the Council encourages EPA and other 
relevant agencies to evaluate sites for the suitability of disposal and containment of 
contaminated dredged material.  The Council further encourages those agencies to draft 
management plans for the disposal of contaminated dredge materials.  A consideration 
for total removal from the basin should also be considered should the material be 
contaminated to a level that it would have to be relocated away from the coastal zone. 
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