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Continued on the Boating and Angling Guide to the Middle Keys
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channels. Feeds on bottom dwelling crabs, shrimp, small

PERMIT - Found offshore on wrecks, reefs, and around
clams, and small fish.

rock walls, harbors, around structures, and on grass flats.

Feeds mainly on fish and crabs.

Fish images @ Dianc Rome Pecbles
floating deb

Below is a very small list of the Sport Fish caught in the Lower Florida Keys

LAR SPORT FISH
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f plants.

* Key deer can tolerate small amounts of salt in their water, bur fresh water is essential for

their survival.

eCles O

and over 160 other sp

* The key deer is a subspecies of the Virginia white-tailed deer. These deer inhabit Big P ine
Key and various surrounding keys. The key deer is smallest of all white-tailed deer and is

found nowhere else in the world.
* Key deer stand 24 to 32 inches at the shoulder. Does weigh 45 to 65 pounds, while bucks

weigh 55 to 80 pounds.

* Key deer feed on native plants such as red, black, and white mangroves; thawch palm

KEY DEER
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offshore. Little tunny can also be found over reefs. Feeds

DOLPHIN (aka Mahi-Mahi) - Found offshore in warm
MUTTON SNAPPER - Found inshore around seagrass
beds, mangroves, and canals. Also found on reefs
offshore. Feeds on fish, crustaceans, and snails.

TUNA (Blackfin and Little Tunny) - Commeonly found
on small fish and squi

waters. Feeds on flying fish and squi
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However, many fish caught and released may die because of the stress of capture
ckly to prevent the fish from swallowing the

safer for the fish and for you.
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fish in the water wh
fish head

* If the fish must be handled, use only wet hands.

» (Ger the fish back in
e Hook

ng th
release tool

moving it

al for released fish
* [f a released fish does not s

How to Begin

SUIvIV

away.

* Cut the leader as close to the hook as possible if it cannot be quickly removed.
* A fish that has been stressed by

A RELEASED FISH THAT HAS BEEN HANDLED PROPERLY HAS AN

EXCELLENT CHANCE OF SURVIVAL!

* Use hooks that are barbless and made from metals that rust quickly.

* Keep release tools h

Maost anglers are careful to release many of the fish they catch. Th
Handling Your Catch

healthy fish populat

and handling. A set of s

* Try to set the hook qu

* Try to keep the

* Back the hook our the oppos
* Using a

The Release

* Gently place the
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urself to ethical angling;
take and vary your target.
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release.
* Share what you know o help the sport grow.

* Help fish stocks increase through carch and
* Observe regulations and report violations.

* Only keep fish for food or trophy.
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Remember, prop scars take years to
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de charts to plan your course.
Quiet anglers catch more fish.
turn off your eng

ing motor
for high tide to move your boat
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motor,
necessary,
fishing on t

fishing

* If you run aground,
* Do not crowd another boat. If you see another boat
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which is

the sale of the Protect Our Reefs sp

Program,

from Mote Marine Laboratory's Protect Our Reefs
plate. Learn more at www.morte.org/4reef.

Grants
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