Appendix H

Appendix H. Habitat Subcommittee recommendations to the North Carolina Marine
Fisheries Commission concerning the habitat impacts of specific commercial and
recreational gears used in North Carolina.
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Appendix H

Habirtat Subcommites Report

The Habitat Subcommines proposals & a whole received more supportive comment from
speakers g1 the Committee’s public meetings than any other setl of recormmendations, because
there is & widespread consensus that critical coastal fisheries habitats have been substamtially
degraded in North Carolina To solve this probiem, the Habits1 Subcommites proposes, as the
linchpin of its recommendations, that Department of Environment, Health, and Natural
Resources Divisions having habitat and water quality responsibilities prepare a joint Coastal
HnHmFmﬁmleﬁiPP"th:hmﬂmhumplmmmd,mghmhmkmg,hﬂh:
Staie’s principal environmental Commissions. HPP sections will delineats and establish
restoration and protection strategies for critical coastal fisheries habitats, with a goal of "no net
functional loss™ of each habitat. In addition, under the recommendations a dedicated "Habitat
Staff” will be established in the Division, processes will be implemented to provide for public
and private protection of critical fisheries habitats, a statewide citizen water quality monitoring
program will be established, and all state mgencies will be required 1o ensure that agency moles
and policies do not significantly contribute to the loss of habitats critical to coastal fisheries.
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