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DIVE NUMBER: JSLI-4368 STUDY AREA: Savannah Banks East
 IMAGE GALLERY                                                                               * indicates image position is approximated

 BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive was attempted on a 100-m scarp (Wreckfish Scarp), one of the main features of the Charleston Bump.  
However, the currents were very strong and the submersible landed on relatively flat bottom north of the scarp, and 
could not navigate towards it.  Consequently, this dive took place over a relatively flat area with maximum slope of 20o.
Three main habitats were encountered: mixed, sand/rubble/rock-fauna, and rock ledge-fauna.  The characteristics of 
these habitats varied slightly throughout the dive.  Mixed habitat was typically made up of small stony corals and a 
mixture of sponges and soft corals, all low-relief, with some rocks and occasional ledges.  The rock ledge habitats 
were all low-relief and primarily made up of manganese.  Both of these habitats had only a thin veneer of sediment 
overlying hard rock.  The sand/rubble/rock habitat bordered the other two habitat types and was marked for an 
increased amount of soft sediment, occasionally forming dunes, and a thinning of attached macrofauna.

 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

 RELEVANT WORK AND/OR LITERATURE CITED

 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
This dive was recorded on 3 mini DVs with no time overlay.  Real time and video time were correlated using CTD 
depth for the first half of the dive.  The second half of the dive had no recorded CTD information, so correlations are 
nearest approximations.  The video was turned off for an indeterminate amount of time during the second DV while 
attempts were made to attract fish with the sub lights turned off. There was a very strong current during this dive and a 
moderate amount of marine snow, which made identifications of small macrofauna difficult.  However, when the sub 
was stopped the footage was very good.

The most common fishes observed during the course of this dive were Helicolenus dactylopterus, Laemonema 
melanurum and Nezumia sclerorhynchus.   Mobile invertebrates were limited to Bathynectes longispina and a few 
basket stars.  The macrofaunal community was variable throughout the dive. Some areas were dominated by small 
stony corals and a few large barrel sponges while other areas were covered in primnoids, isidids, hexactinellids and 
fanlike sponges.  

Image B: Sand/Rubble/Rock-
Fauna

31o 39.420' N, 78o 45.216' W

Image C: Rock Ledge-Fauna 
31o 39.600' N, 78o 45.006' W

Image D: Rock Ledge-Fauna 
31o 39.660' N, 78o 45.078' W
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