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Image A: Hard Coral-Fauna 
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 IMAGE GALLERY                                                                               * indicates image position is approximated

 BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

The habitats observed during this dive were generally of three types: 1) primarily low relief area with a combination of 
fine rubble and 'crunchy' sediment layers, 2) small patches of live and dead hard corals, primarily L. pertusa with 
attached soft corals and sponges, and 3) hard coral stands composed of >50% dead coral, often surrounded by large 
glass sponges.

 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

EEZ-SCAN 87 Scientific Staff (1991)
Reed (2002)
Reed and Ross (2005)
Reed et al. (2006)
Ross and Nizinski (in press)

 RELEVANT WORK AND/OR LITERATURE CITED

 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
This dive was captured on 2 mini DVs and 1 HD and archived on 2 DVDs.  Internal video footage from the bow was 
used to compensate for missing data during the last 30 minutes of the dive.  The overall video quality was mediocre-
to-fair, owing largely to low lighting during transects and moderate marine snow.

Very few species of fish or invertebrates were seen during this dive.  Synaphobranchus spp. dominated this area and 
was seen primarily over flat sediment/rubble habitat.  Other species included Fenestraja plutonia, Nezumia 
sclerorhynchus,  and Laemonema melanurum.  There were a large number of sessile invertebrates in the area, such 
as anemones, hexactinellid sponges, antipatharians and Madrepora corals.  No galatheid crabs were seen during this 
dive.  Living Lophelia pertusa was found in scattered small patches as well as occasional large thickets.

Image B: Sand/Rubble/Rock-
Barren

28o 47.601' N, 79o 37.291' W

Image C: Sand/Rubble/Rock-
Barren

28o 47.585' N, 79o 37.262' W *

Image D: Hard Coral 
28o 47.622' N, 79o 37.300' W

151

Excerpt from: Southeastern United States Deep-Sea Corals (SEADESC) Initiative: A Collaborative Effort to Characterize Areas of Habitat-Forming Deep-Sea Corals (Partyka et al., 2007)




