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STUDY AREA: Cape Canaveral North
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Image A: Hard Coral-Fauna
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Image B: Sand/Rubble/Rock- Image C: Hard Coral-Fauna Image D: Mixed Habitat
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Few species of invertebrates or fish were seen during this dive. The dominant fish species was Synaphobranchus
spp. Other species included Fenestraja plutonia, Nezumia sclerorhynchus, Trachyscorpia cristulata, and a chimaerid.
Mobile invertebrates included a number of unidentified red shrimp and several pancake urchins. Though there were
some live Lophelia pertusa growths, the majority of the sessile invertebrate community was composed of
antipatharians and hexactinellid sponges.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The substrate surrounding the reef structure was primarily a mixture of sand and coral rubble with a crusty sediment
layer. It was difficult to distinguish between the strictly sediment habitat category and that of sand/rubble/rock. The
reef structure in the area was confined to isolated islands of hard corals and encrusting fauna.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded on 2 mini DVs and 1 HD and saved to 2 DVDs for archiving. The transects were often dark
and moderate marine snow made much of the habitat difficult to observe. There was some technical difficulty during
the recording of the second DV that caused the recording to be intermittent.
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