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Image A: Rock Ledge-Fauna
30048.730' N, 790 37.922' W

Excerpt from: Southeastern United States Deep-Sea Corals (SEADESC) Initiative: A Collaborative Effort to Characterize Areas of Habitat-Forming Deep-Sea Corals (Partyka et al., 2007)
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IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Rock Ledge-Fauna Image C: Rock Ledge-Fauna Image D: Rock Ledge-Barren
30°48.755' N, 79° 37.944' W 30°48.756' N, 79° 37.926' W 30°48.738' N, 790 37.944' W
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Several fish species were observed during this dive, including Nezumia sclerorhynchus, Synaphobranchus spp.,
Trachyscorpia cristulata, Hoplostethus occidentalis, and Laemonema melanurum. Also, a chimaerid and Dibranchus
atlanticus were observed on sand/rubble bottom. Mobile invertebrates observed during this dive included Chaceon
crabs, unidentified shrimps, and galatheoids. Sessile invertebrates included antipatharians, crinoids, isidids, and
Lophelia pertusa.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive started off reef over a sand/coral rubble bottom with no attached fauna. A transitional area was then
encountered, which included patches of various habitats, such as rubble, sand/coral rubble with attached fauna, and
rock ledges with attached fauna. The majority of the dive was spent on rugged, rock ledges with barren and attached
fauna areas. Rock ledges were covered with sand and coral rubble, and the attached fauna was confined mostly to the
tops of ledges. Attached fauna included abundant antipatharians and isidids and sparse living L. pertusa.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded on 3 mini DVs and saved to 3 DVDs for archiving. There was some interference with the
video feed that caused fuzziness to the footage.
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