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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Nezumia sclerorhynchus and Laemonema melanurum were the two most common fish species observed during this
dive. Of mobile invertebrates, Eumunida picta was fairly abundant. Other mobile invertebrates seen included pancake
urchins, Bathynectes sp., and Chaceon sp. Sessile invertebrates were abundant and included a diversity of
hexactinellid sponges, scleractinian corals, anemones, crinoids, antipatharians, and isidids.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive began on a large slope of prime reef habitat dominated by hard corals. This area was composed of a thick
matrix of dead Lophelia pertusa with relief <2m. Live hard corals were also present and included ~30% live L. pertusa
and Madrepora oculata. Associated with the hard corals was a diversity of attached fauna, such as anemones,
antipatharians, and hexactinellid sponges. A coral rubble zone with little to no attached fauna (glass sponges)
connected the hard coral habitat with a prime-reef rock ledge area. Rock ledges had attached fauna, including large
antipatharians and isidids; however, fauna was less extensive than the hard coral area.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was captured on 2 mini DVs and saved to 2 DVDs for archiving. The internal bow video was used for
classification and fish identification when the external video was too dark.
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