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STUDY AREA: Stetson Banks
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Image A: Hard Coral-Fauna
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DIVE NUMBER: JSLI-4689 STUDY AREA: Stetson Banks

IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Hard Coral Image C: Hard Coral-Fauna Image D: Mixed Habitat
31049.242' N, 77° 36.780' W 31°49.248' N, 77° 36.846' W * 31°49.116' N, 77° 36.882' W *
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Very few fishes were observed on this dive. Largely, a hard coral area was observed, but only a few individuals were
seen, including Laemonema melanurum, Nezumia sclerorhynchus, and Nettenchelys exoria. Invertebrates were
diverse and common. White seastars, Echinus tylodes, a few galatheids, and Bathynectes spp. were observed in the
hard coral habitat. Sessile invertebrate fauna included fly trap anemones, other anemones, alcyonaceans, and
antipatharians.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Habitat in the beginning of this dive was patchy, and included areas of coral rubble and hard corals with and without
fauna. The rubble area was dense (90% cover) and had few branches of live Lophelia pertusa. The hard coral areas
were mostly dead (~75%) Lophelia mounds (<2 m profile). At times, these hard coral areas were overgrown with
attached fauna, including anemones and alcyonaceans.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded on 2 mini DVs and saved on 2 DVDs for archiving. Much of the transect footage was underlit
and a large amount of footage was spent zoomed in very closely. There were also problems with color-balancing and
interruptions in the video feed.
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