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DIVE DATA

Date 15-Jun-04 Image A: Hard Coral-Fauna
34°19.452' N, 75° 47.202' W

Minimum Bottom Depth (m) 380

Maximum Bottom Depth (m) 426 -

Start Bottom Time (EDT) 8:29

End Bottom End (EDT) 10:33

Starting Latitude (N) 34° 19.428'

Starting Longitude (W) 75° 47172

Ending Latitude (N) 34° 19.444'

Ending Longitude (W) 75° 47.218'

Surface Current (Kts) 4.1

Bottom Current (Kts) 0.5

Excerpt from: Southeastern United States Deep-Sea Corals (SEADESC) Initiative: A Collaborative Effort to Characterize Areas of Habitat-Forming Deep-Sea Corals (Partyka et al., 2007)
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IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Rubble Image C: Hard Coral Image D: Hard Coral-Fauna
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Few fishes and several invertebrates were observed during this dive. Laemonema barbatulum was present in the
rubble areas. Few Helicolenus dactylopterus and one hagfish were present on the hard coral habitat. Brittle stars were
very abundant over the surface of dead coral and occupying spaces in the hard coral mounds. A large school of squid
was observed in the beginning of the dive at the base of the rubble covered slope. Other mobile invertebrates
observed included pencil urchins, and Eumunida picta, which were common on the hard coral mounds. Attached
sessile invertebrates included Lophelia pertusa, Novodinia antillensis, a few sponges, and anemones.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

In the beginning of the dive, a strong current was evident and visibility was poor. Two habitat types were observed: 1)
coral rubble and 2) hard corals without fauna. Coral rubble uniformly covered a steep slope of ~60-70°. On top of the
slope, Lophelia pertusa was present in large mounds (< 2m relief), which consisted of mostly dead coral with live
scattered on top. Few macrofauna were attached to the hard corals.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was captured on 2 mini DVs and saved to 2 DVDs for archiving. The overall quality of this footage was fair-
to-good, some of the wide angle views were dark and there was a moderate amount of marine snow.
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