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DIVE DATA

Date 15-Jun-04 Image A: Hard Coral
34°19.512' N, 75°47.178' W

Minimum Bottom Depth (m) 392

Maximum Bottom Depth (m) 431

Start Bottom Time (EDT) 16:20

End Bottom End (EDT) 18:27

Starting Latitude (N) 34° 19.436'

Starting Longitude (W) 75° 47.140'

Ending Latitude (N) 34° 19.512'

Ending Longitude (W) 75° 47.148'

Surface Current (Kts)

Bottom Current (Kts) 0.7

Excerpt from: Southeastern United States Deep-Sea Corals (SEADESC) Initiative: A Collaborative Effort to Characterize Areas of Habitat-Forming Deep-Sea Corals (Partyka et al., 2007)
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Schools of mesopelagic fishes (Myctophidae and Sternoptychidae) and invertebrates (e.g., squid) were commonly
encountered throughout all habitats during this dive. Laemonema barbatulum was observed on sand/coral rubble and
rubble areas. In addition to L. barbatulum, the following species were observed on hard coral habitats: Scyliorhinus
spp., Laemonema melanurum, and Helicolenus dactylopterus. Galatheoid crabs and brittle stars were abundant
throughout this dive. Other observed invertebrates included Lophelia pertusa, urchins, and sea stars.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Three habitat types observed during this dive included: 1) sand mixed with coral rubble, 2) coral rubble, and 3) hard
corals. Attached macrofauna was lacking throughout the dive. Sand mixed with small amounts of coral rubble was the
dominant substrate off reef. Sediment covered coral rubble was present on the base and face of the slope, and dense
matrices of mostly dead Lophelia pertusa were present on the top of the slope. Closer to and at the top of the slope, a
greater percentage of live Lophelia was present as small bushes or standing twigs.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was captured on 2 mini DVs and saved to 2 DVDs for archiving. The overall quality of this footage was fair-
to-good. There was, however, a lot of particulate matter in the water column and currents were fairly strong. There
was good footage of numerous squid over an area of hard coral habitat. The sub was stationary for the majority of the
second DV.
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