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STUDY AREA: Cape Canaveral North
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Image A: Hard Coral-Fauna
280 47.682' N, 79° 37.404' W *
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IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Hard Coral-Fauna Image C: Hard Coral Image D: Hard Coral
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Synaphobranchus spp. was the most abundant fish species observed during this dive. Relatively few other fishes
were observed. Pencil urchins were abundant throughout this dive and were observed on sponges, rubble, and hard
corals. Other mobile invertebrates observed included several galatheoid species and Echinus tylodes. Sessile
invertebrates were diverse, and included alcyonaceans, antipatharians, sponges, and hydroids.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Hard coral habitat, with and without attached fauna, was the dominant habitat observed during this dive. These areas
were mostly small mounds, with <2 m profile, of mostly (~60%) live Lophelia pertusa. In some areas, hard corals were
covered with attached fauna, including hexactinellid sponges, large white sponges, alcyonaceans, and hydroids. Coral
rubble was another substrate observed during the dive on slope faces, and one stretch of this habitat had attached
starburst corals.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded on 3 mini DVs and archived on 3 DVDs. The overall video quality varied between DVs. The
first DV contains a large amount of close footage with little perspective. The remaining 2 DVs were frequently underlit
during transects but were still of good quality. There was no time overlay for any of this dive, so audio transmissions
were used to correlate these data with real time.
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