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IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Five fish species were seen during this dive on coral rubble and hard coral habitat areas. Synaphobranchus spp.,
Nezumia sclerorhynchus, and Laemonema melanurum were the most common species. Pancake urchins were the
only noticeable mobile invertebrates seen during this dive. Sessile invertebrates were patchy, but included
alcyonaceans, hexactinellid sponges, vase sponges, large white sponges, hydroids, Lophelia pertusa, Stylaster,
antipatharians, and isidids.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The submersible transected over patches of various habitat types, including hard corals with and without attached
fauna, coral rubble, and sand/coral rubble areas without attached fauna. Hard corals (Lophelia pertusa) with attached
fauna was the dominant habitat type observed. Mostly, Lophelia pertusa was dead (75-90%) and densely packed, with
relief generally < 1m; occasionally relief was near 2 m in height. Usually at the bases of the hard coral areas, there
was a large patch of sand. Attached fauna associated with hard corals included hydroids, alcyonaceans, isidids,
sponges, and antipatharians.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was captured on 2 mini DVs and saved on 2 DVDs for archiving. Heavy marine snow was encountered
during this dive. Some static interference in the video feed occurred throughout. The second DV had frequent
interruptions in the video feed and there was frequent footage of the water column. The majority of this dive track was
missing, so no position information was available for a number of the habitat images.
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