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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

A number of fishes were observed during the beginning of the dive, over low relief hard coral and scattered rubble
substrata. The most common species in this area was Laemonema barbatulum. Also seen were Helicolenus
dactylopterus, Nezumia sclerorhynchus, and Polyprion americanus. Beryx decadactylus were common over the high-
relief reef area, with over 20 individuals seen in one location. Other species seen in low numbers over the reef were
Conger oceanicus, Helicolenus dactylopterus and a number of other scorpaenids. A large number of mobile
invertebrates were present on the reef, including Eumunida picta, Bathynectes longispina, spiny and pencil urchins and
brittle stars. The number of sessile invertebrates observed varied, with some areas having only sparse flytrap
anemones and small hydroids and others having a dense carpeting of small orange anemones that completely
covered the underlying coral interspersed with flytrap anemones.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive began at the base of a steep slope (~80°) on a sandy, rubble strewn area. The side of the slope was
covered in dense coral rubble cemented into small mounds that graded into larger coral mounds of moderate-to-high-
relief. The coral bushes near the top of the mound had a higher concentration of live Lophelia pertusa growth (~50%).
Throughout the remainder of the dive, the habitat alternated between hard coral without attached fauna to hard coral
with attached fauna. The underlying structure was typically the same in both of these habitats with rolling peaks of
dense coral and valleys of sand and coral rubble.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was captured on 2 mini DVs and archived on 2 DVDs. The sub was frequently too far off the bottom to see
the habitat clearly. Much of the wide-angle video was underlit and heavy particulates often caused backscattering of
the light that was available. The video overlay was turned on and off periodically but the audio quality was good.
Tthere was something on the internal lens of the camera that caused the images to seem out of focus.
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