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DIVE NUMBER: JSLII-3417 STUDY AREA: Charleston Bump
 IMAGE GALLERY                                                                               * indicates image position is approximated

 BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive took place in an area of commercial fisheries for wreckfish, which is characterized by a series of ridges and 
steep scarps. The dive began over a low sloping mixed habitat region with coarse sediments and scattered sponges 
and hard corals.  The dive progressed up a 20-30o slope into a rock ledge habitat with attached fauna.  This rocky 
habitat was typically low-relief (<1m) and was situated at the base of a larger slope that was explored during dive 
JSLII-3415.

 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Popenoe and Manheim (2001) 
Sedberry (2001)

 RELEVANT WORK AND/OR LITERATURE CITED

 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
This dive was recorded on 2 mini DVs.  The video began during the descent and quickly changed scenes to the 
bottom with no digital overlay.  For the remainder of the dive the overlay was turned on and off.  Additionally the video 
feed frequently cut out and the footage was typically too dark and out of focus for clear habitat descriptions.  There 
was no CTD data recorded for the last 18 minutes of bottom time.  Coral, seastar, snail, shrimp, crab, fishes and 
sediment were collected.

There were few fishes observed during the course of this dive.  Those recorded included Squalus cubensis, 
Laemonema melanurum, Nezumia sclerorhynchus and Chaunax spp.  Mobile invertebrates included multiple shrimp, 
Bathynectes longispina, seastars, and a small snail.  The macrofaunal community varied between areas and was often 
difficult to identify due to poor lighting and focus.  However, numerous Stylaster, isidids, small colonies of Lophelia
pertusa, Enallopsammia, cup corals, hexactinellids and fanlike sponges were seen in both mixed and rock ledge 
habitats.

Image B: Mixed Habitat 
31o 24.042' N, 78o 46.074' W

Image C: Sand/Rubble/Rock-Barren 
31o 23.970' N, 78o 46.176' W

Image D: Rock Ledge-Fauna 
31o 23.940' N, 78o 46.170' W
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