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DIVE NUMBER: JSLII-3419 STUDY AREA: Stetson Banks
 IMAGE GALLERY                                                                               * indicates image position is approximated

 BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive began over a relatively flat region of sediment and rubble, covered with sparse fauna, grading into a more 
dense, though still low-relief, mixed coral habitat.  Some low rock ledges encrusted with small hydroids and soft corals 
were observed.  These ledges appeared to be heavily cemented rubble that had been undercut, rather than solid rock.  
Two-thirds of the way through the dive the habitat shifted dramatically with an abrupt embankment dropping away at a 
steep (~70o) angle.  This slope was dominated by medium sized growths (>1m) of Lophelia pertusa that was 
surrounded and covered by macrofauna such as hydroids, small sponges and octocorals.  

 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
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Reed (2002)
Reed and Ross (2005)
Ross and Nizinski (in press)

 RELEVANT WORK AND/OR LITERATURE CITED

 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
This dive was captured on 3 mini DVs and archived on 3 DVDs.  The center of the footage appears out of focus 
because of condensation on the inner lens of the camera.  Video recorded during transects was occasionally filmed 
too closely and lit too brightly for perspective on the surrounding habitat.

Only two species of fish were observed during this dive, Nezumia sclerorhynchus and Laemonema melanurum.
Mobile invertebrates were found in low numbers; the most common were spiny and pancake urchins.  Eumunida picta
and Bathynectes longispina were present.  The area was dominated by sessile invertebrates, at times forming a 
densely populated live bottom habitat consisting of hydroids, primnoids, plexaurids, isidids (Acanella), numerous 
dendrophyllids, hexactinellid sponges, Stylaster and Lophelia pertusa.  The distinction between mixed habitat and hard 
coral habitat was determined by the amount of Lophelia present, though many of the same species were present in 
both areas.

Image B: Mixed Habitat 
32o 01.812' N, 77o 40.512' W

Image C: Rock Ledge-Fauna 
32o 01.890' N, 77o 40.500' W

Image D: Hard Coral-Fauna 
32o 02.010' N, 77o 40.452' W
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