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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Very few species of fish or mobile invertebrates were observed during this dive. The most common fish species were
Nezumia sclerorhynchus, Laemonema barbatulum, L. melanurum and Chlorophthalmus agassizi. Of the mobile
invertebrates, pancake and spiny urchins were the most common, while only a few Bathynectes longispina were
observed. The sessile invertebrates were highly diverse and abundant in this area. The dominant groups in the area
were hydroids, primnoids, dendrophyllids, hexactinellid sponges and small colonies of Lophelia pertusa.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive followed a ridge with a precipitous drop on one side (70° slope) and a flat plateau on the other. The habitat in
the area varied from hard coral to mixed to rock ledge, all of which had a dense coverage of attached macrofauna.

The underlying substrate in these regions seemed to be dense coral rubble mixed with fine sediment. The rock ledge
areas appeared to be made up of heavily cemented slabs of coral rubble that had been undercut, rather than solid
rock.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded on 2 mini DVs and archived on 2 DVDs. Condensation on the inner camera lens obscured the
center of the viewing field. The lighting was occasionally too bright, making identification of habitat components
difficult. Additionally, there is a 30 minute gap between the DVs and no internal bow video from which to recover
those data.
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