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DIVE NUMBER: JSLII-3425 STUDY AREA: Cape Fear Lophelia
 IMAGE GALLERY                                                                               * indicates image position is approximated

 BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

The dive followed a series of steep slopes (~50o) covered in dense Lophelia and also crossed flat plateaus dominated 
by low-relief rubble. The hard coral habitats in this area generally varied between dense dead coral rubble matrices, to 
moderate-relief Lophelia bushes without attached fauna, to higher relief Lophelia bushes covered in dense anemone 
colonies.  Many of the Lophelia growths formed intricate thickets of branching coral with large interstices.

 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

EEZ-SCAN 87 Scientific Staff (1991)
Reed and Ross (2005)
Ross and Nizinski (in press)

 RELEVANT WORK AND/OR LITERATURE CITED

 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
This dive was recorded on 3 mini DVs and archived on 3 DVDs.  Condensation on the inner lens of the camera 
blurred the center of the view.  Frequent overlighting of close footage, underlighting of wide-angle views, moderate 
amounts of marine snow and periodic static interference in the feed interfered with the quality of this video.  There is, 
however, good footage of several different wreckfish, Polyprion americanus.

A number of fish species were observed during this dive; the most common were Polyprion americanus, Maurolicus 
weitzmani and Beryx decadactylus. Laemonema barbatulum, L. melanurum and Pontinus rathbuni were also observed 
in low numbers.  Mobile invertebrates were common throughout the dive.  Brittle stars, pencil urchins, orange and 
flytrap anemones, and Eumunida picta were the most common.  Rochinia crassa, basket stars and crinoids were also 
seen in moderate numbers in addition to a single, small octopus.  Lophelia pertusa was the only hard coral observed in 
the area.

Image B: Hard Coral-Fauna 
33o 34.374' N, 76o 27.924' W

Image C: Hard Coral-Fauna 
33o 34.350' N, 76o 27.882' W

Image D: Hard Coral 
33o 34.314' N, 76o 27.888' W
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