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Explore Wreckfish Cave on the Charleston

STUDY AREA: Charleston Bump
GENERAL LOCATION

Bump. Caves and wreckfish had been previously ™
reported by Popenoe and Manheim (2001).
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Excerpt from: Southeastern United States Deep-Sea Corals (SEADESC) Initiative: A Collaborative Effort to Characterize Areas of Habitat-Forming Deep-Sea Corals (Partyka et al., 2007)



DIVE NUMBER: JSLII-3462 STUDY AREA: Charleston Bump

IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Rock Ledge-Fauna Image C: Soft Substrate Image D: Rock Ledge-Fauna
31°18.912' N, 78° 51.564' W 31°18.822' N, 78° 51.654' W 31°18.852' N, 78° 51.666' W
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

There were a variety of fishes observed during this dive, though all were seen in low numbers. These included
Helicolenus dactylopterus, Laemonema melanurum, L. barbatulum and Polyprion americanus. All of these fishes were
seen in rock ledge habitats. There were fewer mobile marine invertebrates such as squid, large red shrimp and sea
stars. The sessile invertebrates were diverse and patchy throughout the dive. Mixed habitat areas and the plateau
above the large wall were covered in small stony corals, a variety of sponges, hydroids, fly trap anemones, primnoids,
small isidid bamboo corals and occasional Leiopathes and Paramuricea corals. Other rock ledge habitats were
predominantly small stony corals with a few sponges.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The dive began over a mixed habitat area with a mixture of hard-pan bottom and sandy sediments giving way to a
rough, broken rock ledge habitat covered in small hard corals and sponges. Large sand dunes, lined with chunks of
rubble and manganese slabs, led to the base of an enormous rock feature. This wall was almost barren of fauna along
its face and completely covered in fauna along its uppermost ledge. In a number of places, the face of the wall was
broken into deep caverns and crevices. The plateau of the feature was mostly mixed habitat covering a hard-pan,
rocky area with a thin veneer of sediment.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded onto one DV, which excludes approximately 90 minutes of the dive. Though the footage was
quite grainy and a little underlit there is excellent footage of a large limestone wall.
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