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DIVE DATA

Date 30-Aug-04 Image A: Rock Ledge-Fauna
30°17.106' N, 79° 20.148' W

Minimum Bottom Depth (m) 857

Maximum Bottom Depth (m) 874 :.:II -':1 BT L

Start Bottom Time (EDT) 8:38 e L B

End Bottom End (EDT) 10:29

Starting Latitude (N) 30° 17.052'

Starting Longitude (W) 79° 20.255'

Ending Latitude (N) 30° 17.124'

Ending Longitude (W) 79° 20.154'

Surface Current (Kts)

Bottom Current (Kts) 0.2

Excerpt from: Southeastern United States Deep-Sea Corals (SEADESC) Initiative: A Collaborative Effort to Characterize Areas of Habitat-Forming Deep-Sea Corals (Partyka et al., 2007)
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IMAGE GALLERY * indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Sand/Rubble/Rock-Barren Image C: Rock Ledge-Fauna Image D: Rock Ledge-Barren
30°17.034' N, 79° 20.226' W 30017.142' N, 79° 20.154' W 30°17.154' N, 79° 20.160' W
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Few species of fishes or mobile invertebrates were observed during the course of this dive. The eel Synaphobranchus
affinis was common and seen regularly throughout the course of this dive. Other species such as Laemonema
barbatulum and an unidentified cusk eel were only seen occasionally. Pancake urchins were the most common mobile
marine invertebrates observed in the area, although one rocky outcrop was covered in small gastropods. The
macrofaunal community was relatively depauperate during most of the dive with a few species of sponge and small
stands of Enallopsammia coral. The rock ledge habitat at the end of the dive had a more diverse population of
attached fauna including large Keratoisis bamboo corals, Parantipathes and Bathypathes black corals, stalked crinoids
and various sponges.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive began in a sand/rubble/rock habitat with very little slope and/or relief with some large rocks. This habitat
gave way to an expanded area of exposed rock substrate with and without attached macrofauna. Though the rock
surface was jagged and of moderate-relief, there were very few actual rock ledges. There was also a large flat plain
covered in dense coral and stone rubble mixed with fine sediments. The dive concluded at the edge of a steep slope
(~45°) covered in soft sediment with areas of exposed bedrock jutting out as ledges. The attached macrofauna of this
habitat was dominated by large Keratoisis bamboo corals and small growths of Enallopsammia hard corals.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

This dive was recorded on 2 mini DVs. There was condensation on the inner lens of the camera and the video feed
was very grainy. The lighting and focus, however, were adequate for both habitat and species identifications. Sand, a
sponge, snails, coral, a crinoid and fishes were collected.
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